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found the task of defence impossible, afloat   and

ashore, because of the inefficiency and corruption of

the Viceregal supply departments.    He was loyally

supported by a few staunch Europeans, under Admiral

McClure and Captain Tyler, but the odds against him

were too heavy, and the disastrous end was a foregone

conclusion from the day of the Japanese investment

of the port.   At the Itao fort, out of 104 rounds of

shell, only four were found to be filled, one with

powder and three with sand.   The sighting mirrors

of the eight-inch disappearing Armstrong guns had

been stolen, and the breech-blocks were out of order.

Chaos and confusion reigned throughout the garrison,

and the Governor of Shantung, anxious to shift the

blame for his own delinquencies on to other shoulders,

worked rather against Admiral Ting than with him.

A feature of the siege was the large number of Chinese

traitors in Japanese pay among the garrison ; it was

probably due to the reports of one or more of these

that  charges  were  made  against  the  Admiral  at

Peking which led to his being ordered in December

to hand over his command and proceed to the capital

for   punishment.      This   order   was   subsequently

rescinded through Li's influence and because of a

vigorous  protest  from  all  the  foreign  officers  on

Ting's staff;  but it sufficed to take the heart out of

that gallant man at a time when he deserved to

receive all possible assistance and encouragement.

On February 12th, at the end of his resources, Ting

surrendered  the  fortress  and  harbour to Admiral

ItOj and on the same day committed suicide, in

accordance with the best classical tradition.   With

him died General Chang, commandant on Liukung

Island, a relative of Li Hung-chang.   On the day